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men and women who wear our Nation’s uni-
form with honor and decency. The military
spouses and families who stand by their loved
ones represent the best of the American spir-
it, and we are profoundly grateful for their
sacrifice. Our country is strengthened by the
millions of volunteers who show deep com-
passion toward their neighbors in need. All
citizens can express their loyalty to the
United States by flying the flag, participating
in our democracy, and learning more about
our country’s grand story of courage and sim-
ple dream of dignity.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as
amended, has designated May 1 of each year
as “Loyalty Day.” This Loyalty Day, and
throughout the year, I ask all Americans to
join me in reaffirming our allegiance to our
Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2007, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to participate in this national observ-
ance and to display the flag of the United
States on Loyalty Day as a symbol of pride
in our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3.

Remarks at MacDill Air Force Base
in Tampa, Florida
May 1, 2007

Thank you all. Thank you all for letting
me come by to say hello. I am proud to ad-
dress the CENTCOM Coalition Conference.
CENTCOM'’s Coalition Village is a welcome
reminder that in the fight against radicals and
extremists and murderers of the innocent, we
stand as one. We appreciate your country’s
contributions to this enormous challenge in
the 21st century.
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I appreciate the fact that your work has
helped to liberate millions of people. I appre-
ciate the fact that your work has helped keep
millions of people safe. And so I thank you
for defending the security of the civilized
world.

I appreciate the fact that Fox Fallon has
taken on this very important command. I can
remember visiting him on the Hawaiian Is-
lands. He had a house that overlooked the
Pacific. It was quite a luxurious place. I told
him, though, Tampa Bay is a good place to
live, and the mission is vital. And so I thank
you for taking it on, Admiral.

I appreciate General Doug Brown, com-
mander of the U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand. I'm proud to be here with General
David Petraeus, commander, Multi-National
Force—Iraq. I thank the coalition members
here. I welcome the ambassadors who have
joined us. I thank Dr. Rubaie, National Secu-
rity Adviser to the Prime Minister of a free
Iraq. It's good to see you, sir. Please give
my very best to the Prime Minister. I thank
the other Iraqis who are here with us. Thank
you for your courage; thank you for your de-
termination; thank you for making history.

CENTCOM has built an impressive
record of achievement in a short period of
time. This command was established by
President Ronald Reagan to deter a Soviet
invasion of the Middle East in the latter days
of the cold war. That era is receding into
memory, but it was a long struggle—one of
constant dangers and one of fierce debates.
Victory often seemed elusive. Yet victory did
come, because America and her allies stood
firm against an empire and an ideology that
vowed to destroy us.

Once again, history has called on great na-
tions to assume great responsibilities. And
once again, it is vital that allies, despite occa-
sional disagreements, hold firm against vi-
cious and determined enemies.

We saw the action of this vicious and de-
termined enemy here in America on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. Terrorists murdered
citizens from more than 80 countries. Since
that September morning, acts of terror have
appeared in places like Mombasa and Casa-
blanca and Riyadh and Jakarta and Istanbul
and London and Amman and Madrid and
Beslan and Bali and Algiers and elsewhere.
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September the 11th was not an isolated inci-
dent. These terrorists bring death to inno-
cents all across the globe. They bring death
to commuters on subway trains and guests
who have checked into the wrong hotel and
children attending their first week of school.

Our main enemy is Al Qaida and its affili-
ates. Their allies choose their victims indis-
criminately. They murder the innocent to ad-
vance a focused and clear ideology. They
seek to establish a radical Islamic caliphate
so they can impose a brutal new order on
unwilling people, much as Nazis and Com-
munists sought to do in the last century. This
enemy will accept no compromise with the
civilized world. Here is what Al Qaida charter
says about those who oppose their plans: “We
will not meet them halfway, and there will
be no room for dialog with them.” These en-
emies have embraced a cult of death. They
are determined to bring days of even greater
destruction on our people. They seek the
world’s most dangerous weapons. Against
this kind of enemy, there is only one effective
response: We must go on the offense, stay
on the offense, and take the fight to them.

America is joined in this fight by more than
90 nations, including every country rep-
resented in this room. An era of new threats
requires new forms of engagement, new
strategies, and new tactics. So we have rein-
vigorated historic alliances, such as NATO,
and formed new and dynamic coalitions to
address the dangers of the—of our time. Our
broad coalition has protected millions of peo-
ple. We have worked to stop the spread of
dangerous weapons. We have taken the fight
to the enemy where they live so we don’t
have to face them where we live. This is a
record that all our countries can be proud
of, and the United States of America is proud
to stand with you.

Working together, America and our allies
have shared intelligence that helped thwart
many attacks. We uncovered and stopped
terrorist conspiracies targeting Embassies in
Yemen and Singapore and ships in the Straits
of Hormuz and the Straits of Gibraltar. We
stopped a Southeast Asian terror cell groom-
ing operatives for terrorist attacks. We
stopped an Al Qaida cell seeking to develop
anthrax. British authorities disrupted a plot
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to blow up aircraft flying over the Atlantic
toward the United States.

Working together, coalition forces have
captured or killed key leaders of terrorist net-
works. Philippine forces killed top leaders of
an Al Qaida affiliate. Spanish police captured
fugitives wanted in connection with the Ma-
drid train bombings. Terrorist cells have
been broken up by countries including Brit-
ain and Canada and Denmark and Italy and
France and Indonesia, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Tunisia, and Turkey. We must stay on the
offense. We must defeat the enemy overseas
so we don’t have to face them in our coun-
tries.

Working together, America and our allies
have shut down funding channels and frozen
terrorist assets, making it harder for our en-
emies to finance attacks. It makes it hard for
the enemies to purchase weapons, to train
and move around their recruits. The inter-
national community, through the United Na-
tions, has imposed measures to identify ter-
rorist financiers and prevent them from using
international financial systems to fund their
acts of murder and terror.

Working together, America and our allies
are training local forces to conduct
counterterrorism activities in their own re-
gions. We are helping key nations stop terror-
ists from establishing safe havens inside their
borders, including Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines and Yemen. The Trans-Sahara
Counterterrorism Partnership provides
counterterrorism and military assistance to
Chad and Mali, Niger, Mauritania, Algeria,
Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, and Tunisia. The
East African Counterterrorism Initiative pro-
vides border security and police training to
Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Madagascar, Tanzania, and Uganda.

We're active. We're working together to
make this world a safer place. Working to-
gether, our coalition is taking steps to stop
terrorists from obtaining the world’s most
dangerous weapons. More than 80 nations
have joined the Proliferation Security Initia-
tive. We’re working to stop shipments of ma-
terials related to weapons of mass destruction
on land, at sea, and in the air.

Working together, America and other na-
tions have acted boldly to confront adver-
saries who threaten international security. In
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Afghanistan, coalition forces drove the
Taliban from power, removed Al Qaida train-
ing camps, and helped bring freedom to 25
million people.

Since their liberation, the Afghan people
have made enormous strides. Afghans chose
the first democratically elected President in
their history. They've held free elections for
a National Assembly. The Afghan economy
has doubled in size. And more than 4.6 mil-
lion Afghan refugees have come home. It’s
one of the largest return movements in the
history of the world.

The Taliban and their Al Qaida allies are
actively working to undermine this progress.
They want power to impose their vision. Our
coalition, led by NATO, is going on the of-
fense against them. Coalition and Afghan
forces have conducted dozens of operations
over the past few months to go after enemy
strongholds, including an operation launched
this week targeting the Taliban in Helmand
Province in the south of Afghanistan. We've
seized dozens of caches of weapons and am-
munition and improvised explosive devices.
We're making progress in training the grow-
ing Afghan National Army. At least 20 other
nations are supporting efforts to rebuild Af-
ghanistan. We appreciate these contribu-
tions. And we will stand with our partners
and the Afghan people until this important
work is done.

Just as America and our allies are standing
together in Afghanistan, a determined coali-
tion is committed to winning the fight in
Iraq. Four years ago, we confronted a brutal
tyrant who had used weapons of mass de-
struction, supported terrorists, invaded his
neighbors, oppressed his people, and tested
the resolve and the credibility of the United
Nations. Saddam Hussein ignored every op-
portunity to comply with more than a dozen
resolutions passed by the U.N. Security
Council. So coalition forces went into Iraq,
removed his vicious regime, and helped bring
freedom to the Iraqi people.

In 2005, nearly 12 million Iraqis dem-
onstrated their desire, their deep desire to
live in freedom and peace. Iragis voted in
three national elections—choosing a transi-
tional government, adopting the most pro-
gressive, democratic Constitution in the Arab
world, and then electing a Government
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under that Constitution. In 2006, a thinking
enemy, a brutal enemy responded to this
progress and struck back, staging sensational
attacks that led to a tragic escalation of sec-
tarian rage and reprisal in Baghdad.

As sectarian violence threatened to destroy
this young democracy, our coalition faced a
choice. One option was to help the Iraqi Gov-
ernment tamp down the sectarian violence
and provide them with the breathing space
they need to achieve reconciliation, provide
them the breathing space they need to take
the political and economic measures nec-
essary to make sure our military efforts were
effective. The other option was to pull back
from the capital before the Iragis could de-
fend themselves against these radicals and
extremists and death squads and killers. That
risked turning Iraq into a cauldron of chaos.
Our enemy, the enemies of freedom, love
chaos. Out of that chaos, they could find new
safe havens.

Withdrawal would have emboldened these
radicals and extremists. It would have con-
firmed their belief that our nations were
weak. It would help them gain new recruits,
new resources. It would cause them to be-
lieve they could strike free nations at their
choice.

Withdrawal would have increased the
probability that coalition troops would be
forced to return to Iraq one day and confront
an enemy that is even more dangerous. Fail-
ure in Iraq should be unacceptable to the
civilized world. The risks are enormous.

So after an extensive review, I ordered a
new strategy that is dramatically different
from the one we were pursuing before. I lis-
tened to our military commanders; I listened
to politicians from both sides of the aisle. I
made a decision. And I appointed our new
commander, General David Petraeus, to
carry out this strategy. This new strategy rec-
ognizes that our top priority must be to help
the Iragi Government secure its capital so
they can make economic and political
progress.

The Iragis cannot yet do this on their own.
So I ordered reinforcements to help Iraqis
secure their population, to go after those in-
citing sectarian violence, and to help the
Iraqis get their capital under control.
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This strategy is still in its early stages.
Some of the reinforcements General
Petracus requested have not yet arrived in
Baghdad. He believes it will take months be-
fore we can adequately gauge the strategy’s
potential for success. Yet at this early hour,
we are seeing some signs that give us hope.
Coalition forces have captured a number of
key terrorist leaders who are providing infor-
mation about how Al Qaida operates in Iraq.
They stopped a car bomb network that had
killed many citizens of Baghdad, and de-
stroyed major car bomb factories. There has
been a decline in sectarian violence. And in
some areas of the capital, Iraqis are returning
to their neighborhoods with an increased
feeling of security.

Terrorists and the extremists continue to
unleash horrific acts of violence. Al Qaida is
playing a major role. Last week, General
Petraeus called Al Qaida “probably public
enemy number one” in Iraq. He said that
Al Qaida has made Iraq “the central front
in their global campaign.” And that's why
success in Iraq is critical to the security of
free people everywhere.

There are those who say America is en-
gaged in this fight alone. Each of you here
knows better. The Iragis are suffering a lot,
but they're in this fight. I'm impressed by
the courage of the Iraqi people. Today there
are more than 30 nations supporting the op-
erations in Iraq. I appreciate the 17 NATO
nations that have contributed forces or been
part of the NATO Training Mission to help
the Iraqis. I appreciate Georgia’s recent deci-
sion to contribute 2,000 troops.

America joins in honoring the coalition
troops who have been killed in Iraq and the
others who have been wounded in combat.
I want your countries to know that the sac-
rifices made by these brave soldiers are for
a noble cause, a necessary cause, and we
grieve for them as we grieve for our own.
Your countries have risked too much and
fought too hard for anyone to dismiss or dis-
regard your contributions. Our nations are
standing together in this fight, and I want
your citizens to know, America is deeply
grateful.

America is also grateful for the increasing
contributions international organizations are

making for Iraqg’s stability. On Thursday, the
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United Nations will host a conference in
Egypt to sign an International Compact for
Iraq, an agreement that will bring new eco-
nomic assistance in exchange for greater eco-
nomic reform. Then on Friday, Iraq’s neigh-
bors will meet to discuss ways to promote
political reconciliation in Iraq, to promote
stability in Iraq. These meetings will be at-
tended by Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and senior officials from other G-8 na-
tions. Iran and Syria have been invited to at-
tend, and this will be an important test of
whether these regimes are truly interested
in playing a constructive role in Iraq.

Everyone in this room knows the con-
sequences of failure in Iraq, and that we
should also appreciate the consequences of
success because we have seen them before.
Following World War II, many nations
helped lift the defeated populations of Japan
and Germany and stood with them as they
built representative governments from soci-
eties that had been ravaged and decimated.
We committed years and resources to this
cause. And that effort has been repaid many
times over in three generations of prosperity
and peace. During the cold war, the NATO
Alliance worked to liberate nations from
Communist tyranny, even as allies bickered,
and millions marched in the streets against
us, and the pundits lost hope. We emerged
from that struggle with a Europe that is now
whole and free and at peace.

We look back at that history and marvel
at what millions of ordinary people accom-
plished. Yet success was not preordained,
and the outcome was not certain. Only now
we can see those eras with the proper per-
spective. And I believe that one day, future
generations will look back at this time in the
same way, and they will be awed by what
our coalition has helped to build. They will
see that we strengthened alliances, offered
new relevance to international institutions,
encouraged new forms of multilateral en-
gagement, and laid the foundation of peace
for generations to come.

These are difficult times. These are tough
times. These are times that test the resolve
of free people. These are times that require
hard work and courage and faith in the ability
of liberty to yield the peace we want. And
so I thank you for your contributions. Thank
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you for standing for what’s right. Thank you
for helping the liberated. And thank you for
working for peace.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki of Irag; and President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan.

Proclamation 8138—National
Physical Fitness and Sports Month,
2007

May 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Physical Fitness and Sports
Month is an opportunity to educate Ameri-
cans about the importance of healthy habits
and regular physical activity. During this an-
nual observance, we renew our commitment
to helping keep our citizens physically active,
and we recognize the value of incorporating
exercise and sports into our daily lives.

Regular physical activity is vital to good
health. By maintaining an active lifestyle, citi-
zens can reduce their risk of developing
chronic health conditions. Participating in
outdoor activities and individual or team
sports helps promote physical fitness. These
activities also teach young people important
life lessons, including teamwork, patience,
and discipline.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing ensure the good health of all Americans.
This year is the fifth anniversary of the
HealthierUS initiative, which helps Ameri-
cans improve their personal health and fit-
ness and prevent disease. The President’s
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports is
spreading the message that a healthy Amer-
ica is a country that is physically active. Addi-
tionally, this year the Department of Health
and Human Services and its partners
launched a public awareness campaign to
promote exercise and eating well to Amer-
ica’s youth. This campaign encourages kids
to “Be a Player: Get Up and Play an Hour
a Day.” To find out other ways to improve
health, Americans can visit fitness.gov or
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presidentschallenge.org. By making physical
fitness a priority, our citizens can help pre-
vent disease and live healthier lives.

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Na-
tional Physical Fitness and Sports Month. I
call upon my fellow citizens to participate in
athletic activities and make physical fitness
a priority in their lives. I also encourage indi-
viduals, schools, and communities to cele-
brate this month with appropriate activities
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3.

Proclamation 8139—Older
Americans Month, 2007

May 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Older Americans Month, we pay
tribute to our senior citizens for the many
ways they strengthen our Nation. Our coun-
try is blessed by their compassionate acts, the
wisdom of their experiences, and the patriot-
ism they demonstrate.

This year’s theme, “Older Americans:
Making Choices for a Healthier Future,” un-
derscores the importance of making in-
formed decisions regarding lifestyle and per-
sonal health. The President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports encourages sen-
iors to engage in physical activity through a
program called the President’s Challenge. By
recognizing the importance of staying active,
in conjunction with nutritious eating and
proper medical care, older Americans can



